
t

cc
LU
CO

e
0

1
cc

1

S
m

(i

9

o

LU

LU

CO

CON: 'Gay
agenda'
pushed by
reformers

ByWAIIERA.JONESm
Special to The Courier-JoumaiThe recent outcry

over strengthening Ken
tucky's hate-crimes law
further reveals a trend

toward the ultimategoalof mil
itant homosexual activists: the
redefinition of marriage and
family with governmental en
forcement.

As The Courier-Joumal re
ported, Kentuclgr's2000 hate-
crimes lawwas passed to crimi
nalize offenses such as Intimi
dation, assault and vandalism"
based on an individual's "race,
religion, ethnicoriginor sexual
orientation." However, because
Kentucky's law does not cover
murder, some are pushing to
strengthen it.

Theimpetus restslaigely on
the 1998 murders of Matthew
Shepard,a 21-year-old gayman
who was beaten to death, and
James Byrd Jr., an African
American who was dragged to
death inJasper, Texas. More re
cent outcries stem from the
miu-der and robbery of Guinn
"Richie" Phillips in Rineyville
earlier thisyear.

While it IS important both to
grieve these deaths and prose
cute the perpetrators, there is
no adequate rationale for tight
ening hate-crimes legislation.

First, hate-crimes laws are
not necessaiy in order to ade
quately prosecutecrimes. Exist
ing laws already cover murder.
BothShepard's and Byrd's kill
ers were convicted and sen
tenced to death or life in prison
•^withouthate-crimes laws. Be
sides, true hate crimes, accord

ing to FBI and state statistics,
are rare when compared to the
overall crime rate.

Second, hate-crimes laws
are inequitable. They establish
differingpenaltiesfor the same
crime, depending on whether
the victim was in a protected
category. Thus, hate-crimes
laws foster an implicitkind of
judicial discrimination.

Third, the criteria for hate-
crimes laws are not well-de
fined.Generally, such lawshave
been enacted toprotect those
who are vulnerable, but, as The
Courier-Journal editorialized,
there is no evidence that "gays
[are] more vulnerable tnan
others to murderor that... fiieir

"Gays have
already
hijacked the
civihrights
movement of
African
Americans •le"

murderers [are] lessvulnerable
to fittingpunishment." Laws
should punish criminal actions,
not the motives of the offender
or the class of the victim. Most
important,there isa real danger
that eventually,so-called "sex
ualorientatioirwould becomea
protected category such that
anydisapproval oropposition-
evenveibal—towardgayorles
bian behavior could be con
sidered "hateful"and prosecut-
able. Under these conditions,
thefree speech rights ofeduca
tors, busmesspeople, andeven
pastors preaching against
homosexuality would oe in-
frii^ed.

Butdespitethe fussoverspe-

toryof the infiltration ofgay
"special rights" — not civil.
rights—intothe militaiy,woHi:-..
place, home, schodl, anddffier ^
areasrevealsatrendthatunder- ^
scores that the true'goal of;;
homosexualactivistsis redc^'
ing traditional marriage and •
fa^y.

Gayshave already hijacked '
the civil-rights movement of
African Americans (of which'
the writer is one) by erroneous- *
lyequatingunchangeablebiolo-^;:'
gy withpersonal b^vior.

government to ensure fair and
equitable treatment for^ pen*,
sons based on innate, immuts^^l
ble, andmorallyneutralchanu^J
teristics. Such rights are not:
based onthe premrences and|
decisions of individuals or
groups who wish to identify
themselves accordingtocer^in
lifestylechoices.

The trend is painfully obvi
ous. The recentpursuitsand vic
toriesof the gay-rights move
ment areindicative ofagradual
progression toward theirover
arching goal of normalizing
homosexual behavior in all so
cial institutions and redefining
marriage and family. At risk is
the foundational institution re
sponsible forthestability ofso
cieties throughout history: mo
nogamous, heterosexual, fife-
long marriage. FoimdingFather
Fisner Ames once said, "Tlie
known propensity ofdemocra
cy is to licentiousnesswhich the
ambitiouscall and the ignorant
believeto be liberty."

Traditional marriage and
familymust be sustained as fire
foundation of social stability,
whichmeansworkingtostreng
then it in both law and society,
not substituting somethingelse
for it.

Walter A. Jones m, M.D., Is
public policy analyst for The
Family Foundation ofKen
tucky,


